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3 season with a play that shows signs of a multi

Performing Afts is opening its Theatre Alive! {

against one another, the ideas explored in Shelagh §
Stephenson's “An Experiment with an Air Pump” work together |

harmoniously.

time periods, but set in the same room. It's
also an extremely thought-provoking story
that alternates between tragedy and come-
dy quite frequently, according to direcior
Gyllian Raby.

"I’s about the mythology of science
and issues pentaining to genetic technolo-
gy," says Raby, who also teaches in Brock's
drama department. "It looks at the ways |
that scientists practice science. But it'salso
a play with a great deal of humour and emo-
tional intelligence. It's wonderful as a vehi-
cle for students to work on because it's so
dimensional." e

Each year students choose two productions to stage, where
they "put everything into them and devote hundreds of hours."
Prof. Raby insists that offering an eclectic season helps 1o keep
things fresh.

"We like 1o do plays that matter; that have either really
affected the way theatre is viewed, or that have been acknowl-
edged as classics because of their ideas," she says

The award-winning An Experiment with an Air Pump takes
its title and inspiration from a 1767 painting by Joseph Wright.
This artist’s work often depicted scientific or industrial subjects.
In this case the painter captured a scene demonstrating how life
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i wright has done is bring that painting to life. All the characters
pie persona]m disorder. But instead of these voices conspiring
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cannot exist in a vacuum. h

"We put the painting on our [promotional] poster because
I'm very concerned that it's an awkward-sounding title unless
you've seen the painting,” Raby explins. "So what the play-

from the painting also come to life in the play. We learn about
their attitudes toward science and their relationship with the
Enlightenment period, which said that knowledge can [ree the

i world. That's what's explored.”
To illustrate, this is a play which takes place in two different §

To prepare for the show, students researched and discussed
ideas brought up by Stephenson’s text, such
as medical ethics and comparisons between

" historic and modern scientific beliefs. Raby
says that, from a dircctor's point of view,
learning the mechanics and style of the play,
along with comic timing skills and "emotion-
al sensibility” were integral in achieving a bal-
anced portrayal. In addition to the on-stage
roles, the production also features an exten-
sive behind-the-scenes crew, including sets
and costumes designed by Karyn McCallum,
head of Scenic Arts at the Shaw Festival.

Ideally Raby hopes An Experiment with

an Air Pump will provoke serious debate,

rather than try to persuade audiences of one sole opinion. So

like a case of multiple personalities, this play doesn't establish

any single voice as the true victor, but all the characters con-
tribute to form a larger picture.

"As the play progresses, the difference between time peri-
ods becomes blurred,” Raby says. "In the very final scene, we're
not actually sure whether we're in 1799 or 1999. And it doesn’t
really matter. Therefore, the scene, more importantly, is about a
man and a woman looking at a new century and resolving 1o
survive it with as much integrity as they can.”

[BY KATYA DIAKOW]
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...Because every
kid deserves to have at least one
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GLENRIDGE PLAZA ST. CATHARINES 905.682.0139

E\er\f Wednesday Brock & Roll Night Wlth
THE G RMANé
Thursday

HALLOWEEN COSTUME;PA‘RTY

WITH THE SOUNDS OF THE MARK LALAMA DUO
Friday Nmember;Sth

LOWDOWN -

Saturday Nov emher 9th
Screamin,

Fantastic Prices
Great Food
And much more...

: Professional Darts
15 Billiard Tables

Come on up to Madison Ave!
Kick Back & “Sink” a Few!

800 Niagara St,, Seaway Mall above the Cinemas 905-734-3941
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