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Brock students update
McCarthy era’s The

| Crucible to reflect

new ‘war on terror’

By MATTHEW VAN DONGEN
' Standard Staff

Td;professor and playwright Gyllian
Riby, America's new “war on terror”
a poorly-written remake of some
classig episodes of historical hysteria.
Looking back is the best way to under-
i[and the current political climate of
‘fear and paranoia,” argues Raby, a dra-
natic arts reacher at Brock University.
| ‘That's why Raby is excited about her
= ent’s adaptation of Arthur
Millet’s The Crucible, opening Thursday
night at Brock's Centre for the Arts.
e elassic play about the 1690’ Puri-
tan purge of witcheraft in Salem first
openedin the eary 1950s, when Me-
Carthyist hysteria about communist con-
'was at its height.
s work is extremely relevant to-
warns against political para-
noia and fie brilliantly shows how a
commurtity protects itself through
scapegoating,” said Raby. “I think it
could really have something to say to us
now, during the ongoing persecution of
the Muslim minority in the U.S."

SPECTRUM

‘Fear and paranoia’ is back

Ashley Agnew-Scarangella plays

Abigall Williams and Will Morgan plays
John Proctor in Brock University's
department of dramatic arts presenta-
tion of Arthur Miller's Crucible In an
Age of Terror, The play opens Thursday
and runs through Nov. 20 at the Sean

0'Sullivan Theatre. _
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“The politics of the play certainly in-
terest me,” he said. “1t seems like
time I go home, it’s a little harder, it
dtafm‘fa little longer to get across the bor

er.

Morgan said he feels the message of
the play needs to be out for public dis-
cussion. “You can't turn a blind eve to
the lessons of history,” he said.

Morgan added the political message of
the play will likely attract a more diverse
audience, especially among students. “It
seems like every class evolves into a dis-
cussion of politics,” he said. “ e are
definitely talking about (the war on ter-
ror). We may see a lot of people who
would not be otherwise interested in at-
tending.”

The student production opens Thurs-
day and runs through Saturday, with
performances at 8 p.m. in the Sean O™-
Sullivan Theatre.

Raby and her cast of 22 student actors
have adapted the play, dubbed The Cru-
cible in an Age of Terror, to give an even
more modern-day feel to the centuries-
old witch-hunt story.

The characters and plot don’t chang;
substantially, said Raby.

should be allowed to stay in Canada,
“We are living in an age of terror,” she
said. “1wanted to investigate how fear
and paranoia can cause people — even
duction is given a contemporary, Chrigt-  -nice people like your or I— to scapegoat
ian fundamentalist corrmunity setting,  others.” '
and actors wear “modern, innovative” ‘The topic is a popular one amo
Costumes, m iversity students, sai
Raby’s decision to put on the ambi- Will Morgan; ays tragic hero
- John Proctor, one of several townspeo-

| ple ultimately hanged for allegedly
[

L_u‘u_li_:uhh u‘i.\.;l-._..u. )
Morgan, 22, hails from Housmn: Tex.,
and admitted to a unique perspective an

the play.
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WHAT: The Crucible in an Age of Ter-
ror, directed by Gyllian Raby.

WHERE: Sean O'Sullivan Theatre at
Brock’s Centre for the Arts

WHEN: Nov. 18, 19 and 20 at 8 p.m.

ATMBATCOTOARL Ticlgie €10 far adile
47 for smudents and seniors.

.-t



